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REPLY COMMENTS OF BELL ATLANTIC

In these Reply Comments, Bell Atlantic) addresses four

issues: (1) funding of the new NANP administrator should be

forward looking; (2) the states, who are closest to customers

preferences, should decide dialing plans; (3) a two-year transition

period to four-digit Feature Group D carrier identification codes

is reasonable; and (4) the Commission should consider

presubscription for interstate intraLATA calls in the broader

context of establishing rules to permit the Bell companies to enter

the long distance market.

Funding. A number of parties contend that the costs to

fund the new NANPA should be paid by those seeking assignment of

new numbers and those who already have existing numbers. 2 However,

The Bell Atlantic telephone companies serving New Jersey,
Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia and the
District of Columbia, Bell Atlantic Mobile and Bell Atlantic
Personal Communications.

2 ~,Nextel Comments, p. 11 (funding "must be borne
proportionally by those parties currently using numbers that were
previously assigned, as well as by those requesting assignment Of
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Bell Atlantic and the other Bell companies, as the owners of

Bellcore, have funded the NANPA for the last ten years -- while the

entire telecommunications industry benefitted from the work

provided by the NANPA. Bell Atlantic should not be required to pay

again for the same numbers.

Dialing plans. The Commission should not preempt well

established local authority over dialing plans. Local regulators

have established dialing plans based on customer needs and

preferences in each jurisdiction. Permissive 1+ ten-digit dialing

is available throughout the Bell Atlantic region. Thus anyone can

make a toll call by dialing 1+ ten digits. Requiring 1+ dialing

for toll calls, however, ignores the unique and diverse

circumstances of customers in varied jurisdictions in order to

achieve the debatable goal of uniformity.

Transition for Feature Group D CIC expansion. The

transition period for permissive dialing should be two years or

less rather than six, especially since the plan to change to four­

digit Feature Group D CICs is already six years old. All members

of the industry have had more than enough time to plan for this

transition and there is no reason for additional delay.

Furthermore, an additional six-year delay now might

result in the exhaust of available codes before the end of the

transition period. Under the plan agreed upon by the industry, a

total of 2,000 four-digit codes will be available during the

new numbering resources."); Teleport Comments, p. 6 ("fee must not
only be assessed prospectively, but retroactively as well") .
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transition period. 3 Because of the shortage of three-digit CICs

during the past five years, code conservation rules have limited

the NANPA to assigning only one CIC per entity. When the new four-

digit CICs become available, this limit will be increased to six.

Although Bell Atlantic cannot say with certainty the amount of

demand there will be for CICs in the future, it is quite likely

that the demand will exceed the supply before the six-year

transition period is over.

A number of factors are likely to increase the rate at

which entities request new CICs. First, for the last four years,

entities have been limited to one CIC and, therefore, there is pent

up demand for FGD CICs. Currently more than 700 entities hold at

least one three-digit CIC,4 and many will surely seek additional

codes. Second, personal communications service companies,

competitive access providers and providers of other new services

will seek CICs. Third, there will be additional demand from

Canadian carriers for CICs with the introduction of equal access

there. Fourth, as competition increases, existing providers

including the Bell companies and cable companies will enter new

fields and request additional codes. Thus, if the Commission adds

3 During the transition, four-digit CICs in the "5XXX" and
"6XXX" series will be assigned. Switching systems will be able to
perform translations and routing without invoking timing because
there are no three-digit CICs in the lOX, 15X or 16X series of
codes. After all the 5XXX and 6XXX series are assigned, the
transition period must end, and switching systems will not be able
to convert to four-digit CICs. The number of available CICs will
be increased to 10,000

4 Bellcore Comments, pp. 8-9.
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an additional six years to the transition period, the industry

faces the very real possibility that it will be forced to adopt

additional conservation measures for CICs -- exactly the situation

that the switch to four-digit codes was intended to avoid.

Presubscription. The Commission should consider issues

relating to interstate intraLATA presubscription when it considers

rules to allow the Bell companies to enter the interLATA market.

If this is done, the Commission will be able to ensure that all

competitors can compete fairly for the intraLATA toll market.

Some parties contend that the local exchange carriers

have a lock on the interstate intraLATA business because they have

a dialing advantage -- that the only way for a customer to use an

interexchange carrier's service is to dial extra digits. s This is

not the case. For example, much of the intraLATA toll calling is

by business customers. It is a simple matter to have a PBX or

other CPE automatically send all intraLATA calls to the customer's

chosen interexchange carrier, without the caller's having to dial

any extra digits.

Finally, the fact that customers must dial extra digits

does not seem to be slowing the interexchange carriers' marketing

efforts. For example, AT&T is specifically urging customers in its

advertising to use "10ATT" to place intraLATA calls. 6 Other

dialing patterns that have been highly promoted by the

interexchange carriers, such as 1-aOO-OPERATOR, 1-aOO-CALL ATT and

S

6

~, Allnet Comments, p. 4.

A copy of an AT&T advertisement is attached as Exhibit 1.
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1-800-COLLECT, will automatically send intraLATA as well as

interLATA calls to the interexchange carrier.

The interexchange carriers would have the Commission

believe that the intraLATA marketplace needs them to make it more

competitive and to lower prices to consumers. 7 The factual record

demonstrates that these prices charged by these carriers in the

interLATA marketplace have actually been going up at more than

three times the rate of inflation, according to a Commission study,

nearly ten percent in the preceding twelve months. By contrast,

the latest interstate rates filed by Bell Atlantic (to go into

effect July 1, 1994) are at or below AT&T's tariffed rates for all

time periods and all mileage bands. Finally, consumers will

ultimately be required to pay the costs of implementing

presubscription

additional choices. 8

even though it does not provide them any

Conclusion

7

The Commission should quickly establish procedures to

select a new NANP administrator which will be funded by all who

~, AT&T Comments, pp. 4-5.

8 Allnet states that modified Two-PIC has been the choice of
"leading local exchange carriers." Allnet Comments, p. 6.
However, full Two-PIC has been the presubscription option of those
task forces that have examined presubscription. Supplement to
SNET's Proposed Intrastate Interexchange Equal Access
Implementation Plan, Oct. 8, 1993, p. 5; Report of the Kentucky
IntraLATA Equal Access Task Force to the Public Service commission
of Kentucky, Nov. 6, 1992, pp. 16-17; North Dakota Public Service
Commission Order, April 7, 1992, p. 24; Final Report of the Task
Force on IntraLATA Presubscription (New York), sept. 6, 1991, Vol.
I, pp. 6-8; Report of the Equal Access and presubscription
Implementation StudY Committee to the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission, June 30, 1989, p. 21.
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benefit from numbering resources, should not impose uniform dialing

plan on the states, should institute a two-year transition period

to four-digit Feature Group D CICs and should consider

presubscription for interstate intraLATA calls in the broader

context of permitting the Bell companies to enter the long distance

market.

Respectfully submitted,

Edward D. Young, III
Of Counsel

Attorneys for Bell Atlantic

Dated: June 30, 1994
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing "Reply Comments

of Bell Atlantic" was served this 30th day of June, 1994, by first

class mail, postage prepaid, on the parties on the attached list.
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Francis E. Fletcher, Jr.
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1301 K street, N.W.
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Washington, D.C. 20005

David A. Gross
AirTouch Communications
1818 N street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

Susan M. Miller
ATIS
1200 G street, N.W.
suite 500
Washington, D.C. 20005

Alan R. Shark
American Mobile Telecommunications

Association, Inc.
1150 18th Street, N.W.
suite 250
Washington, D.C. 20036

Anne V. Phillips
American Personal Communications
1025 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

Dr. Lee L. Selwyn
Economic and Technology, Inc.
One Washington Mall
Boston, MA 02108

Pamela J. Riley
AirTouch communications
425 Market Street
San Francisco, CA 94105

Roy L. Morris
Allnet communications Services
1990 M street, N.W.
suite 500
Washington, D.C. 20036

Elizabth R. Sachs
Lukas, McGowan, Nace & Gutierrez

Counsel for American Mobile
1819 H Street, N.W.
suite 700
Washington, D.C. 20006

Wayne V. Black
Keller & Heckman

Counsel for American Petroleum
Institute

1001 G Street, N.W. Suite 500 West
Washington, D.C. 20001
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Robert F. alrich
Keck, Mahin & Cate

Counsel for APCC
1201 New York Avenue, N.W.
Penthouse suite
Washington, D.C. 20005

W. Theodore Pierson, Jr.
Richard M. Metzger
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Cousne for ALTS
1200 Nineteenth street, N.W.
Suite 607
Washington, D.C. 20036

Michael S. Slomin
BellCore
290 W. Mt. Pleasant Avenue
LCC-2B336
Livingston, N.J. 07039

Lawrence P. Keller
Cathey, Hutton & Assoc.
3300 Holcomb Bridge Road
Suite 286
Norcross, GA 30092

Thomas E. Taylor
Christopher J. Wilson
Frost & Jacobs

Counsel for Cincinnati Bell
2500 PNC Center
201 East Fifth Street
Cincinnati, OH 45202

Larry A. Peck
Frank Michael Panek
Ameritech
2000 W. Ameritech Center Drive
Hoffman Estates, IL 60196-1025

Mark C. Rosenblum
Robert J. McKee
Albert M. Lewis
AT&T
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295 North Maple Avneue
Basking Ridge, N.J. 07920-1002

M. Robert Sutherland
Shirley A. Ransom
BellSouth Telecommunications
4300 Southern Bell Center
675 west Peachtree Street, N.E.
Atlanta, GA 30375

Michael F. Altschul
CTIA
1250 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
suite 200
Washington, D.C. 20036

B.C. Shurr
Stentor Resource Centre, Inc.
160 Elgin Street, Floor 22
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Genevieve Morelli
CompTel Association
1140 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
suite 220
Washington, D.C. 20036

Robert H. Schwaninger, Jr.
Brown and SChwaninger

Counsel for Dean Brothers
1835 K street, N.W.
suite 650
Washington, D.C. 20006

Robert C. Schoonmaker
GVNW Inc.jManagement
P.O. Box 259969
Colorado Springs, CO 80936

Marsha Olch
McCaw Cellular Communications
5400 Carillon Point
Kirkland, WA 98033

Gregory Intoccia
Loretta J. Garcia
Donald J. Elardo
MCI Telecommunications
1801 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006

Danny E. Adams
Jeffrey S. Linder
Wiley, Rein & Fielding

Counsel for CompTel Assoc.
1776 K street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006

David J. Gudino
GTE Service Corporation
1850 M Street, N.W.
suite 1200
Washington, D.C. 20036

Douglas W. Kinkoph
LCI International Telecom Corp.
8180 Greensboro Drive
Mclean, VA 20165

Cathleen A. Massey
McCaw Cellular Communications
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4th Floor
Washington, D.C. 20036
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Andrew D. Lipman
Swidler & Berlin

Counsel for MFS communications
3000 K street, N.W.
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Washington, D.C. 20007
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P.o. Box 684
Washington, D.C. 20044

Leonard J. Kennedy
Laura H. Phillips
Richard S. Denning
Dow, Lohnes & Albertson
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Washington, D.C. 20037

Edward R. Wholl
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NYNEX Corp.
120 Bloomingdale Road
White Plains, N.Y. 10605

James P. Tuthill
Nancy C. Woolf
Pacific Bell & Nevada Bell
140 New Montgomery st., Room 1523
San Francisco, CA 94105

Colleen M. Dale
Missouri Public Service Commission
P.o. Box 360
Jefferson City, MO 65102

Richard A. Askoff
NECA, Inc.
100 South Jefferson Road
Whippany, N.J. 07981
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Robert F. Aldrich
Keck, Mahin & Cate
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Lisa M. Zaina
OPASTCO
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suite 700
Washington, D.C. 20036

James L. Wurtz
Pacific Bell & Nevada Bell
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Mark J. Golden
Personal Communications
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1019 Nineteenth street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

Robert M. Lynch
Richard C. Hartgrove
J. Paul Walters, Jr.
Southwestern Bell Telephone
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U S West Communications
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Suite 700
Washington, D.C. 20036
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J.G. Harrington
Dow, Lohnes & Albertson
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